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INC E our Text of H. 


Scripture has arrived in 
this Nation for diredting the 
way to Heaven, we Divines 
perhaps never had ſuch a Har- 
veſt of experienc'd Indignati- 
on, and Outcry at the Viciſſi- 
tude of this World, and the 
Deceitfulneſs of its Riches, as nom before us both 
Home, and Abroad; for exerting the beſt Ef- 
forts of our Calling in that good and great defien of 
o opportanely withdrawing the Hearts of many, 
frow the wexatious abuſive ways of increaſing 
Health, to place and compoſe them upon better Trea- 
ſares ; ſhewing multitudes how they may P. ovidenti- 
ly eg rich Themſelves by their misfortunes, by com- 
mutirg them into the much better Succeſs of being 
Rich towards Goo, 


A 2 WHAT 


T& PREFACE, 


WH AT is nowmade Public in hopes of ſome Ii 
| pr elſiom that way for good, as it is now full Iime fo 
the firſt Reſentments 40 abate ani groe place to Sek 
cond Thoughts ; wes Preach: at Wisbech at tic 
Jon after the beginning of Sorrow for South-Scal 
Dij ꝛſters; and the Prociamation for a general 
Fait ag n Apprehenſion of the Plague. Ar WeltS 
miaſ{ter-Abbey 4 Dec. 1720. both Parts wer ; 
Tun in o one, as the Time would give leave, A 
Lyn Regis iz Norfolk 7 May 1721. ef 
fr Hart only with the Seaſonoble Addittons with 
in the | 1 


I WAIT ED thus long expecting to be agreeaily 
prevented by ſome Performances of able Pens. If ehre. 
are any which I have not ſeen, Where ſo many Er- 
dear ours are waiting, this can't be ſuperfluous. If 
none extant, there is the more need of this; at leaf 
10 excite mere, and better. May Gop pro 
ets good Deſign. 1 
man Affe 
a :i-t choſe 

fires) that: 

of ort Cc 
able Doon 

deriptures 6 

che lerious 
nave them, 
run may re 
Hands, or 
Middle, ot 
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Duration 1 
ſtiruted fo! 
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other Eterr 
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* ; | 2 Cox. Iv. 10. 
—- The Things which are 


ſeen are Temporal ; but the 


hinge which are not ſeen are 
Eternal. 


WM 
Te ; 
* H' the Words, in their Contex”, are 
if} addreſs'd ro the Conſideration of ſuffer- 
ml ing Chriſtians, as a ſeaſonable Cordial 


to ſupport their Patience under the Ad- 
verſities of Life; they are equally ap- 
plicable to the proſperous Side of all 
WT human Affairs (eſpecially fince the Loſſes of the World 
ect thoſe moſt, who are moſt addicted to its De- 
fires) that they are, and ever muſt be Temporal, and 
of ort Continuance, and cannot eſcape the unavoid- 
able Doom of Vanity and Vexation. Thus the Holy 
Scriptures every where inſcribe, and remark them ro 
he lerious Reflection, and beſt profiring of all that 
have them, and all that hope for them; as all that 
run may read. The Things that are ſeen, in your own 
Hands, or others, conſider'd as Loſs or Gain, in High, 
Middle, or Low Eſtate of Life, are confeſſedly rran- 
ent, of one World and Condition only; are of no 
Duration in reſpect of us, who are by Nature Con- 
ſtirured for two Scencs, and States of Things; one 
Here, one Hereafter ; one Temporal, which i ſeen, the 


r. cer Eternal, which is not ſeen, For this Caule borh 
Adverſity 


* 


Adverſity and Proſperity, with all their attendant Sor: yernal F 
rows, Fears, or Joys; as well the ſeeking as miſſing. e 2 
the keeping or quitting the former, which we ail pat; vearch o 
thro' in our Paſſage rhro' this World, are ordain'd to broken 


be connected with, and referr'd to our Gain, or Loss Turlſuits; 


of the latter: That chief Scene, which moſt iimports F einning, 
us, and muſt come upon us, eepeated 
How good and right is ir therefore, That in Con. MY Htian 
fiderations drawn from the Nature of thoſe Things, Falch in 
and from ourſelves, and from the preſent Times, they MJ boiung tt 
be weigh'd together, and a proper Eſtimate made of enough w 
each, by all concern'd in both, vix. every Body? making $ 
That all mortal Schemes for preſent Things may be) l cheir E 
better model d and mended, and all the Human Pa(.{ $094 Cree 
ſions ſo buſy about them more rationally modera ed, entangling 
and at this Seaton, religiouſſy condol'd, and conduct er about 
ed by Regards to the future Things of an everlaſting WM *” o emt 
Life, Things infinitely more pertaining to Men, hof ** off this 
have Minds by native Concluſion half-repleniſtvd win Lear Steak 
a Belief of a future State; to Chriſtians moſt eſpecially, 1 compa 
who from the Grace and Light of the Goſpel have ſull AN p fit 
Aſſurance, as ſure as any Thing in this Life preſeut and of othe 
of the two Futurities hereafter. Thus ought Reaſon ever ulet 
and thus micht the Heavenly, Chriſtian Religion bea he comme 
forth more Fruit, in meliorating the Injoyments of ade me le 
Things here below; that being rooted and grounded des,; in ſet 
in hat Wiſdom, we may in all Stages of Life, ha og V hich ſhou 
bitually live and grow up to Things Above. An No Rule ar 
what is that? But as Chriſtians, and Righr-reaſoners ending ever 
whilſt we live here, to live, indeed, to the Ends, fog © delire, N 
which we are Here plac'd to live, the Glory of Gone; but b 
the Good of others; and the Salvation of our Souts. Lungs ; or 
Fox what is the Value, or Joy of Life? but World, it is 
it paſſeth away in the Faculty of making happy, i ce. To 
this World, and that which is to come. For the i ho deſire te 
compliſhing this very Thing, Reaſon and Chriſt an t own C 
have made an Alliance together, and invite all ? pon, ar 
come into it, and thoſe that are enter'd are only pre Y anc 
to perſevere in the Tenour of it, i. e. the certain Paull e ulua 
to Happineſs. But ſince the Generality actually pie; 
varicate, have a Religion only for this World, aq; 1. Or | 
not for the next; uſually ſeeking their Reſt in 14 
incompetent Things that are ſeen, and finding 1010's i. Or 
where none is to be found. ; they mult needs ve pe- 
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639 


;crnal Fugitives from it; effectually unhappy in rhis 


Lie; and much more ſo in che next! Wrerched 


Fo yearch of Felicity by halves, or rather by ſcraps and 
broken pieces ! Always deceiving, yer endleſs in freſh 

10 N « - * , * * " 0 . 

«WI /urfuirs ; the Keſult whereof, as it was in the be. 


giming, is now, and ever ſhall be; new Vanity, and 
repeated Vexation. And whereas abundance of che 
Criſtian Name thro" inſufficient Application of their 
Falch in the beuer Things they have learnt, neither 
porting their Judgment, nor refreſhing their Memory 


Ey 4 K . . o 92 
oy enough with the right Conduct, moſt wiſe and happy 
55 waking Senciments of the Text, ſadly ſquander away 


their Endeavours after Happineſs; they ſpoil their 
eood Creed; they ſpend their Days in a vain Shadow, 
; WY cutangling and bewildring themſelves in continual Er- 


SA «© af 1 
* ; ©. 
4 ES. _ 


g. or about the Subſtance: And full of unavailing Hur- 
ne y, o emnly fool away the End of their Being; and 


o es off chis Courſe of Things undone Loſers of their 
BY gcc2r Stake; and all for preſent Trifſes, Phantoms, 
1 comparative Nothings. 
Axy ſince this was the choſen Theme of Royal, 
and of other infpir'd Preaching in both Teſtaments ; and 
Js ever uſeful (now more eſpecially) in that which is 
dhe common Rehearſa! of the other, I befeech you 
a tive me leave allo to endeavour your true Happi- 
BY ne's ; in ſerting before your View the North of Things: 
Which ſhould be to you, and all other worthy People, 
the Rule and Meaſure of beginning, continuing, and 
ending every Care, and Action. For this I only have 
to detire, Not to take any Thing upon Truſt, from 
me; but believe Go p, believe only in the Nature of 
Tings ; or if there is any more credible Judge in the 
World, it is Yourſelves qualify'd with your own Expe- 
nence. To that I appeal, by that let me be heard, 
ho deſire to convince you by certain Knowledge, i. e. 
jour own Convictions : Whilſt J draw ſome Reflecti- 
ons upon, and Compariſons between the Nature of 
T»mporal and Eternal Things, interchangably confider'd 


| — * s 
u elt uſual Qualities, and Condi ions. 


{, Or being Purſud. 
II. Or being Poſſeſi d. 
B 2 | No vw, 


* 


No w, if it is paſt all Doubt, that 1 in 
Worth ought to conduct every means an 


Things are more eſteemable than temporal; whar 1: 


the interpoſing Charm in particular? (that Beam in 


moſt Eyes, that Mote in almoſt all) which fo often car 


ries away Body and Soul, as we too well know, to th: 


preference of the latter before the former. Is it all cir 


cumſcrib d in that one Value, viz. one is PRESENT | 
and therefore great; the other furt, and therefore 9 
litrle. But it is the beginning of Wiſdom that we can, 
and may be fo eaſily reſcu'd from that general Capri-Þ 
only by ſtating, ches 
Caſe right, as it is here in the Text. Conſidering inf 
juſt Ballance of Abatement ; tho' the Things feen u, 


vity, and immediately ſet right; 


ft 


preſent, chat, at the ſame Hour, rhe utmoſt TTnce: 


rainty, together with moſt afflicting Deceitfulneſs; and 

at the very beſt, a ſhort Duration with a long Train at 
Diſſatisfactions accompanying, are likewiſe preſent u 
them. None can deny that to be the very Cale : I had 

almoſt ſaid, Is there any living, who has not felt i 
Thar it is fo, is the general Voice of Go p, and Mang 
Ought not therefore that conſcious Thought to be no, 
and always preſent ? For returning the true Eſtimate 
to our Minds, and reinſtating them whar they are 1 
themſelves, temporal Things; liable to all the Changes 
and Chances, Diſappointments and Diſaſters, wiuci 
Time and our morta! Life, the great Alterers of human 
Affairs, can produce. And therefore deſpicable andy 

not to be look't 1pm. Whether the proſperous or ad 


verſe Side, in compariſon of the Eternals, which are vet 


feen : But are nevertheleſs with equal Certainty kno. | 
to be free and diſingag'd from every thing of that Na 
rure ; which Cepreciares the other, and io very lcelin* 
ly moleſts our Paſſions, and Projects in endeavouri i 


meaſure nt : | 
Purſuir ; if it is alſo our general Belief, That eternal 


ſo much, and all in vain, to find the Quieſcence ud; 


Happineſs of our Mind in them. 
r'other. 
I. Ix a State of Purſuit, 
WIr u reſpect to thoſe who repoſe their prin 


Happineſs in them, is there not ſtill lacking to de 
preienl 
* 


Leer us therefore, if you pleaſe, conſi ler one and 
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-cefent Store that ever abſent ſomewhat, which di. 
ſtances the full Enjoyment, and mutilates the Satiſ- 
faction in ſome Degree or other of not being wholhy 
content ? *Tis in that they therefore place the future 
Iacomes of entire Felicity: Iis that which ſtirs up 
the eager Mind, and puſhes on, and on the Spirit of 
Purſuit (which is alwavs obſerv'd to have more A- 
lacrity and Delight ro the Thing chaſed and unknown, 
than for the ſelf. ſame poſſeſs d:) For that they lnxuriate 
n Wiſhes, and abound in Schemes: Often contriving 
leſt one fail, two Strings to their Bow : They ſpare no 
Pains to court all probable Methods and Perſons ; and 
have the Policy to co-operare even with what they 
orherwiſe heartily deſpiſe : Secret in their true De- 
lions : Wary whom they truſt; and no leſs intent upon 
ſeizing every Juncture, and adapting every Means for 
Succels. Thus they feed and flatter their ill- imagined 
Project for Happineſs. Not compounded, as in che 
mean Time, it ought to be, of the contentable Deſires 
of Nature, and che eaſy Poſſeſſion of che good Things 
which adequarely anſwer them; eſpecially taking into 
Mind another World, and a Soul to be ſaved from 
this State of Patience, and Imperfection; bur moſtly 
made up of what in truth is foreign to the Buſine ſs, 
the fantaſtic Notions and Opinions that are in the 
World; which therefore renders the Enjoyment 
o ablſolurely various and continually diſſetled. 
Nor can it be otherwiſe, as long as the Cauſe whereon 
ic depends is ſo itſelf. Thus they get for their Pains, 
from Day to Day, and Year to Year, Whar ? Inſtead 
of the Solidity of Happineſs, the Vanity, and the very 

{eſt of it. | 
For are their Expectations ever anſwer'd to their 
Mind 2 No; it ſhall be proved, they are only vain in 
promiſing themſelves Succeſs ; and witty againſt rhem- 
jeives in contriving their own Diſcontents, one after 
another, For it is as many to one againſt them whe- 
ner they ſhall ſucceed or nor, notwithſtanding all heir 
addreſs, or Opportunities, as there are Opponents, 
and Accidents that can hinder. Vea, what Agues from 
ſealouſy of Rivals, and Fears of Diſappointment go 
Partners with the unwearied Steps, which leave no 
done unturn'd for carrying the Point! Hope defer'd 
ckens by Intervals-the Natural Reſt by Night is di- 
| | ſturb'd, 


(SJ. 


ſturb'd, and that but increaſes the Day-Dreams, and 
the Unmindfulneſs of other Things left uſettled, pure. 
ly becauſe this is ſtill in Suſpence. The Health of both 
Mind, and Body, whoſe every Part facrific'd ſomethin» 
to the labonr'd Event, droops under the Load of Care; 
about the Means, and Anxieties about the End. 1m 
provident Method! Thus to adjourn and diſmiſs 5. 
Bird in the Hand, for that in the Buſh. But bow ein. 
birrer'd muſt that Diſappointment be, where the very 


Heart and Soul was Bail for the happy Iſſue of the 
Event? And how deſtructive ro the Tranquilliry of 
E moſt bene 
poſe upon 
eſpecially 


Life, thus to be always rob'd of preſent Contentment, 
by theſe thieving Highway-Hopes of the World, which 
carry off our Thoughts and Liking to Futurities, ha 
are leaſt of all in our Power. | 

Ar length after all this Buſtle and Competition, ſup. 
planting, 2, Se. che Event declares itſelf. Is it, 1s 
it to thofe of moſt Merit aws? Who will venture to 
ſay ſo untrue a Thing? He knows nothing, who knows B 
not frequent Inſtances to the contrary, chat private Rea- 
ſons, and particular Humours, or Intereſts detecting 
from the more honeſt Spirit, and honourable Thoughts 
of Public Good, decide, and for the moſt Part dit 
poſe of thoſe Favours. 


WarxrEru there any Inſtances of defeated Hopes 


in the moſt purſued Concerns, either in the lower, wid. 
le, or higher Conditions of Society? If they wou'd al! 
be willing, they cou'd all and every ſincerely reſtify, an 
lament for more than any one ever yet deſir'd to have 


experienc'd, or run the Risk of. For ro be exemp'*! 


from all Failure that way (I ſpeak not yet of Lolſes,) 
is more than the Lot of precarious dependent Mona. 


It is rather notorious how one Diſapointment marries b 


to another Diſappointment, and they bring forth C\.- 
dren to the ſame Fortune, almoſt as ſure as they are 
born. Every changing Moon can witneſs Viciſſnudts 
and Vexations innumerable, arifing from unforeſeen, and 
ſometimes diſmal Fruftrations : And the unchanging | 
Fulneſs of Diſquierude has driven ſome to Lunacy ; © | 
thers to the moſt diſorderly and unruly Paſſions. 

Is Riches, for Inſtance, the darling Scheme of a!!? | 
As the Tantamount, the Power above all Powers 
Things here below; at leaſt the Luxuries, and ſen i 


Delectables of this World. How prodigious has bees 
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W :1- Vicidirude > The Infatuarion > Mow mournful the 
E bated Fortunes? How incompurable the Misfortunes, 
this Way, in this, and not only this, but other Realms, 


is never, can never be forgot; nor can ir ſoon be re- 
dreſs'd. "Tis too true, this Nation, once a wiſe and 
underſtanding People, ran precipitantly into a genera! 
Game, in this Purſuit. And how much the whole 
Nation has loſt by it, the whole Nation ſpeaks for, and 
in Council aſſembled ro extricate itſelf from the 
vnprecedented Diſaſter. As to the generality of Ad- 
venturers, 1 appeal to their own Boſoms, and with a 


> moſt benevolent Intent, Whether that Readineſs to im- 


- poſe upon themſelves, by crediting their own Wiſhes, 
+ efpecially in the golden Dreams of Wealth; whether 
hat prevailing proneneſs of making haſte to be rich, 
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together with Envy at others Acquiſition of imaginary 
(\--ans of Wealth, and Selt-Vexation at their own 
Dulneſs for venturing no ſooner ; did not all concurr 


to haſten the Crowders in, to retrieve that Miſtake, 


by running as faſt as they could into one? cheerfully 
darting with Certainty for Uncertainry, caring not how 
dear they boughr their Hopes; becauſe it was for the 
Sake of ſo much increaſing, what is ſo commenda- 
ble in general, and ſo near at Heart in particular. 
Honeſt induſtrious Trade was a Spectator, ſome time; 
but finding nothing to do, after all Commerce with its 
neceſſary Support was launch'd in that Channel, and 


embarqu'd for another Sort of Return, prefer'd to be 


doing, rather than do nothing. What cho' it might or 


ra her muſt, end in the Loſs of ſome wrack'd and ruin'd, 


and that was to be the only great Gains of any? Yer 
all, to a Man, were too prudear to be laſt, and that 
they thought was as good as being firſt ; ſo great, ſo 
rrievous is the Deceitfulneſs of the Heart of the 
worldly Wiſe ! . 

Bur could THEY have been hearken'd ro, who always 
fore ſaw, and from the Beginning with Honour oppos'd 
this mighty Miſchief, a Perſons, and Things might 
have continued In that happy State they were in; and 
101e wou'd have heard ofthe raging Exclamarions of ſo 
many“Loſers, of what they count as dear to them as their 
Blood. Who, that before had no Concern, can now 
r-\rain it for ſo many ſorrowing People? Or help be- 
ug incens d at the undoubred Authors; which 2 

de 7 


ted, and had the Power to prevail with themſo to lend 
their own Hand to bring upon themſelves the Calamities 
they complain of. Are there any Authors of theſe Ca. 
lamities within your own Juriſdiction, will you ſuffer 
one of them to live? Not ſeek them out where ever 
they abſcond, and bring them to a fair Tryal? ] be. 
ſeech you, hear me patieutly, who have ſome Autho- 
rity for a Religious Enquiry into theſe Evils. Is it not 
ſeriouſly true ? And is it not now the Time to be 
ſpoken, to be perition'd with all Submiſſion? Seeing 
the firſt Perturbations of Reſentment are a little over; 
and in ſome meaſure pacified with the condign Pu- 
niſhment of the Direors, and yet apparent Authors ; 
that if you certainly know of any other Aiders, &c. let 
them likewiſe, in their Turn, be brought to Light, le: 
them be arraign'd forthwith in Gop's Name (Gon, let 
me aſſure you, tho' he forbids Revenge to Private Per. 
ſons in other Caſes, allows it here to the full) that ſuch 
Offenders be corrected alſo with proper Chaſtiſement, 
is a good and godly Vengeance; for the PuniſhmenrY 
is Salutary, aud will prevent the like Miſchief for ever 
after. | 


Man's Sufficiency of Evidence; which is Two, or Three, 

fully and directly proving this Accuſation of being 4c-Y| 

ceſſory. For the Love of the Father let the Truth be 

confeſs'd. As St. John ſays in another Caſe, He tat 

- felf : So if every immediate Sufferer in the preſent Cale, 
wou'd lay his Hand on his Breaſt, tis more than probable 
(as for me, Gor forbid, that I ſhou'd accuſe, or con- 
demn any Man) that they may find. the Witneſs ing 
Themſelves, Two at the leaſt: 1. Avaricious Love off 
this World, 2. Credulity to every plauſible Thing hic | 
offers to feed that Paſſion, if it does but appear, o 
a Vapour ; tho' kind!ed by the Breath og the People; 
ro the dazzling and amazing thoſe chat kindled “ 
we have lived to ſee the Days, how much theſe ig 
Things have been credited by many alrogerher {olid] 
if their Motives had been equally ſo : all ran in to wars 
themſelves ; few or none Nerd enough for themſelvesq 
whilſt every one was ſenſible ſomebody muſt be burn 
weich the Fall thereof. It is certainly one of the grea 
eſt Phenomend's in the Chronicle of Riches: Aud, vi 
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Bur firſt let them be witneſs'd againſt by Gop, and 


ter, when { 
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believeth on the Son of God hath the Witneſs in him- 
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Je remembred as an Ara of the ſtrangeſt, of the ſuddeneſt 
Changes: and recorded too in the ſame Month, when the 
treat Combufiion befel the Great City: Bur with a Judg- 
ent ſo much worle, as it is worſe to fall into the Hands of 

Man, than Gop. The loſs of Houſe or Goods is but a 
. nal Thing in Compariſon of the Groans from che Irrepa- 
;- [:ibleneſs of private broken Credir,which Multirudes had to 
x Wilrade with, and live well upon. When the Scheme came firſt 
e of the Hands of the Legiſlature, it ſer out full of ſolid 
w Wilcpedienrs for Public Advantages ; and had continued fo 
dhe brooding Appetite for exorbitant Wealth (againſt all 
u- e illaudable and perpetually unlawful Ways of which no- 
ina bur the Law of GOD can preſcribe) had not harchr 
er Win infamous Abuſe, and rurn'd the Good into a general 
er il. Bur to return to the M7itneſſes, pardon me, if I ſpeak 


er ¶ ter them for your true good: It they depoſe againſt any, 
ru their unfortunate inordinate Love of the World direct- 
ch WW) conſpired with the D- -t. s (odious Names!) to bring 


wad 
oY 
— 


n this fore Evil. Whatever is ſaid of others what ſnou'd 
or e not think, when ye think rightly, of yourſelves? Are 
ey all over guilty ? And can you be all over innocent? 
a religious Conference you muſt grant; in your Cham- 
nd er, when ſtill, you cannot deny; but thoſe of your own 
ce, buſnold, under your own Command, have abetted the 
de- eoly, and contributed their Share in helping the Loſers to 
be eir Loſs; and rhoſe to their Ruin, who are ruin'd there- 


a 
-7 


5 


Tris plainly fo. How elſe cou'd any Sett of Men have 
„ad any Power or Opportunity to have affected you and 
dee Public, as they have done, if they had not ar firſt mer 
ich, what I before mention'd to work upon; if they had 
I been actually aſſiſted, courted, and importun'd, by fo 
any to take them into a Share of che profitable Game : 
ich they knew muſt inevitably end, at length, in the 
„n of many; and without Exception ro themielves, it 
ey happen'd to be laſt ; yet ſo eager to be richer and. 
Greater, even at thoſe Hazards ; that they were undone : 
s they thought, if they could not get in; and now they 
ind themſelves, too many of them, in that Condition; by 
ay ing their Deſire of being in, anſwer' d. — Anſwer d, as 
Wiley believ'd beforehand, it muſt fall out in ſuch a Cale, 
at there muſt be Abundance of Loſers to make any con- 
erable Gainers, How wicked therefore, an! deceirful 
Wi! C ever 


(10 

ſoever other concurrent Authors were, "us plain to Heaye; 
and to all dſpafſonate Confiderers of thele Matters, th: 
the Adventurers haſty Zeal, and over Fondneſs for th 
Things that are ſeen, even when they did not fee then 
ouc ht in Juſtice to bear one Moeity of the Blame. It mai 
be, near one half were brought in, not ſo much by te 
wretchedAcquainrance with and Courtſhip of the Condufte 
as by their own more unhappy Diſpoſition ro umbibe the [; 
fection of Ah Lucre; and be drawn into the inglorior 
Market, where the Shadow of periſhing Subſtance 


bought, and fold ; and juſt Dealing is the ſcarceſt Comme | | 


ET 4varice in | 
ſeize their 


dity. 
I contend with you, that no Body ought to plead 


Word for Men, who will be always perhaps with, to b 


ſure without Repentance, infamous in their Generation 


Yer I would to Gp that all concern'd, would, alſo lea 
not io overiook all Fault at Home; but implead themſehq; 
before Him, and their own Reflection, for thoſe worldly M 


tives they acted upon; which had a better Face in the Lav 
of the Land, than in the Gofpel of CRRIST. Are ef 
Gainers ? Let them conſider and take Advice, whether ther 
ought to be much, or any Joy ar that, which proves ſuch 
Misforrune to the Public. 


ſure, they'll credir themſelves as readily, that it wa 


all for the Gains of this World; as they ought no 
to believe Gop ready to receive and comfort chen 
with better Things, as ſoon as they do their Duty ig 


taking that Occaſion to turn, more from the World 


uno Him, I 
Ur is true, the Glory of all Iſlands is brought ro preſenf 


Dejection and Complaints. But tho' the Heart-Achs for the! 
Miſeries have been infinite ; have not the.Loſers, howeverÞ 
the Satisfaction to behold the LEGISLATURE eſpouſe the 
Caſe with all their Hearcs, and with all their Wiſdom ; 1: 
dreſſing, and doing all that can be done for Them, and for 
good of the Whole, in Juſtice and Compaſſion to their CY 
cumſtances ? Ought any thing to content them more, tay 


to ſee themſelves, Repreſentatively ſit in Judgment upoq; 
the Authors of their Diſaſters? And ſo ſtigmatize auc 
puniſh (Ay, there's the Pleaſure!) that inſatiable, rapaciy 
us Avarice, which prompted Thoſe to allure the Conſent og 
Theſe, to venture to loſe ſo much by them, with a Conf. 
cation of their Effects, aud a Diſgorge of their guilty Gains 
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(1) 
b it not therefore great Heart. eaſe to all, ro behold them 
egally diſpoſſeſs d of, what they ſo ſcandalonſſy by a Rob- 
eery within Law, but not without the Reach of the Law- 
nakers, diſpoil'd others of? Tho' thoſe others are not, 
cinnot all be reſtor d to their entire own again, they have 
ne Compenſation to obſerve, the detected Spoilers can- 
got keep it; and the Cry of Juſtice, Refund, Refund, 
ou b complyd with. Nothing cerrainly could be more 

iat, than to go to the Root of all the Evil, and puniſh the 
exorbitant Love of Money, with the Le of it. It was 
Axarice in fo many Shapes, that did all the Miſchief. To 
eize their Wealth therefore, and execute their Eſtates, is 
Meaſure for Meaſure ; [the famous Juſtice of Lex Talions }. 
|: is juſt towards Gop, as well as the Chriſtian World, 
| Jthat all the late Worſhippers of the late Deities, (almoſt 
Nationally ador'd thro' a Covetouſneſs guilty of Idolatry) 
have now ſcarce any Pity left for the falſe Objects. If the 
Lo RD Gop, was jealous of his Honour, no Wonder they 
re become a publick Odium, Friendleſs, Abandon'd, Caſt- 
ner ways: Thur He might do us the more Good, by more 
-1 $Jfrongly convincing us all of the Good of forſaking the un- 

ue Love of his Rivals, this World; and advance, be- 
FJ rind, and reward all thoſe who will be convinc'd and 
ao converted unto Himſelf more and more, from that Day 
Lo forward, | 
i HOW much better Imployment is this for our Thoughts? 
rd an to liſten to the Arrifices of thoſe, who unworthily take 

idvantage of che preſent Paſſions only to inflame them the 
ſen rore into unruly Ferment; who uſe elaborate Pains to 
a. ph 8 Matters ten times worſe, than (Gop be 
verfſrals'd ! ) they really are; and therefore complain, or ra- 
nei ter declaim in ſuch popular Airs, and tragical Fictions, | 
reh can ſerve to nothing — to make Things worſe : By | 
e uning Anger into Fury, Diſcontents into general Deſpair, 
"Wind the beſt Friends (if poſſible) inro the worſt Enemies 
nage the longer Injoyment of the preſent Proteſtant Settle- 
von neu and Succefſion : As if it were deſirable that rhe Ene- 
WW nes by Principle ſhould increaſe and rake Courage, and 
ce i:mbers under the Aſhes (which would have gone our 
er degrees) be blown into a Flame, to deftroy the whole 
MW fabric, and all the Incendiaries with it: who go out of their 
1 do heap up falſe Accuſations, foreign to every Purpole, 
Mu: tharWildom from benath, which plays the Devil at black- 
C 2 ening 


. 


% ; j 
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ening and accuſing; in order to deprive every Body 4 
good Opinion of every Thing, and Perſon ; even denying 
a Right to Patience, or almoſt any longer Submiſſion ve chus p 
Governourc. But after all the Loſſes it 'wou'd be moſt de on. He o 
plorable, to ſee People ſo loſt to all Conſideration, as t ef Life tha 
think the Parliament of Great Britain, 1s not the beſt ſudgi ng the ar 
of the Public Good, and of every the moſt effectual Me or how n 
thods for ſecuring and retrieving, it, in the preſent Diff har ſhinin 
culties; ſo loſt ro all Reaſon as to imagine, it can ha nuch farin 
any ſhew of Probability, that the Piloting thro them ca e Specula 


Wt, how 


ever he committed to better Hands, or abler Heads: 5 of with 
loſt to all Reaſon as not to beliet e, That we ſhould be ii Time, muc 
utmoſt Danger of running a Ground and ſplitting to Piece te the pre 


if it was taken out of Their Care and Conduct, and com gefection i 
mitted to thoſe violent Self recommending, wrong-exagera ches with 
ting Complainers, Leſers have leave, as they ſay, to [peak ment! 


But how much better is it for them to ſpeak, and you i bung look 
hear certain, than uncertain Things? What makes for peace begin th 
able Juſtice, than what tends to throw all into Tumult? Ih O Go 
railing againſt Superiors, not only Now, but at any Time, i the vain 
the eaſieſt Topic in the World to ill minded Perſons. Buff me to nau 
the Conſequence of giving Ear to thoſe Mens Appeals, a 


Br laſting bu 
gainſt what lies before the Wiſdom of Parliament is to bei eis in theſ 
come a Chaos, and be no longer that Society we are conſti falſe a 
tuted: i is to forget. Your Country and your Chriſtianiij Wi how ab 
which, whilſt they jointly command all legal Obedience 191! as how 
thoſe in Authority over us, muſt be underſtood ro forbid Hen to be c 
diſaffeted and unruly Clamours againſt Them. Be exborrWWhers, To! 
ed therefore, my beloved Brerhren, by «us the Public PreachW confound 
ers and Remembrancers of thoſe Duties, to be aware o-n:ary Fav 
the Fallacies and Devices of all open, and ſecret Under; and no 
miners of our preſent Happineſs: Defeat their Hopes, di ching Po 
dain their Aims ; by preſerving, like duriful Chriſtians an Micu morti 
Subjects, all neceſſary good Opinion of Your preſen i concer 
Governors. Under whom, humanly ſpeaking, we hav more t 
the beſt, nay the only, Proſpect of wiſe Conduct, pre! nWornents n 
Safety, and future Proſperity.] from th 

Rur I return to my Buſineſs of transferring the Cong bublunary 


derations of the preſent State of our Temporals, to ile Corerouſne 
Things above. I pretend not to impeach, or diſcrin'"::4f pague o 
any rerions bad Morives, from their good Ones, in pit of the 
ring their Effects and their Hearts into this ever memos i anoth 


ble Purkit: They are oren and known to the Judge or ins wich; 
bleu ue Hun 
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gearts. GoD he only knoweth, tho' ſome have taken 
4+, how many Greatneſſes and Ambitions for this World 
ve thus prov'd Abortive, almoſt within Sight of Execu- 
ion. He only can count the Changes to more exalted State 
of Life that have been meditated and thus miſcarried, leav- 
ige the anticipating Imagination miſerably diſappointed. 
le dor how many fine Edifices with their Appurtenances ; nor 
fi bar ſhining Equipages ; New Titles of Honour; nor how 
uch faring ſumpruouſly every _ together with ſome 
e Speculative Charities have been laid aſide, and deſpair- 
5 dof with the utmoſt Regret. Had this Kingdom ar any 
Wiime, much leſs in fo ſhorr a Time, ever before a Reaſon 
cen e the preſent > No; it never had to take up the ſerious 
geflection in the Book of Wiſdom, What good hath our 
diches with our Vaunting brought us. O grievous Impove- 
ament! That haſt been able by thy Sorrow ro make the 
Eioung look Old, and by caſting back, to bring the Old 
ace begin the World again. | 
O Gop wonderful in thy Diſpoſals! Thou laugheſt 
che vain Aſpirings of Men after this World, and they 
me to naught ; Thou wouldeſt have nothing:houghr great 
Wc laſting bur Thyſelf, Thou haſt laid before thy Worſhip- 
bes eis in theſe Realms, a general conſcious Repreſentation, 
ow falſe and fickle this World is to its overfond Voraries ; 
Bd how abſolutely unworthy to be any more thy Rival; as 
el as how frequent it is, for the ſhort-fighred Policies of 
e to be caught in the ſame Snare they laid privily for 
ers. To how many haſt Thou given Cauſe to bluſh and 
W: confounded, for the Folly of courting ſo much the mo- 
W:nary Favour of a few Direfting, only ſelf-deſigning Mor- 
s; and not more ſecuring the Favour of Thee, the ſurely 
ching Power, the only never changing Gop Or haſt 


danch mortified our Hearts with Tribulation and An- 
i concerning leſs valuable Properties, preparatively to 
25 * more tremendous Deſigns Thou Lo RD in Thy juſt 
len 


dements mayſt have upon our Lives, yet to follow by Infe- 
n from the ſame Country, horrideft to think on of all that 
dublunary! Thar the Coverous may ſee their own Leproſy 
Coverouſneſs, that Plague of Righteouſneſs, chaſtis d with 
Plague of Peſtilence, vengefu! Deſtruction raking ac- 


unt of the other. The dire Scene is only chang'd from one 
mog do another; actually renewing its Threats againſt us; 
ot algen with greater Fury than laſt Year ; treading under Foor, 
16.45 


1:2 Human Prudence, Precautions and ens” 5 
thoſe 


(14) 
thoſe Parts; the Care of the Magiſtrate, the Prayers of f 
Minifter, and the Cure of the Doctor, for hindring iy 


ſpreading, or ſaving thoſe - that are ſmitten. Ve indee 
ought to fear, how very likely it is to arrive in this King 


% 5 vihble { 


de 
! 


5 bur we m 


dom, which is uch a Lover of uſeful Opulency, even by: 5 lere our 
very Means of increaſing our Riches, Navigation A rſe ro 
who can tell the Mind of Providence, how ſoon > — B, and « 
whatever is the Order, or Seaſon of thy Judgments, u r our 5 
thank Thee, Loxp Gov Almighty, we know the End .: Things 
them, viz. That the Inhabitants of the Earth may ler : 16101 
Righteouſneſs. That thou mayſt refrain us, and reform . fr > ” 
from the Corruption that is in the World, thro' inordinag WAS ; 
Luſts after it. Thou haſt kindly mix'd Illuſion, and bi yoully to 
ter Fears in all the Sweets, in all the Projects thereof would 
that the very Vexation at the ſame, might help to ſtop our Æeaven it 
travagancies, and diſpoſe us to to return to our long exp uch a V: 
cting Father, and ſo recover ourſelves ſeaſonably, and onq e Thin 


for all, ro our true Happineſs. Thy Will be done. Mfection an 
will boſom up thy Warnings, in grateful Senſe, for fil 
making others to us, and nor us (as we deſerv'd) to other Hurſue is al 


the Tragical Alarm of thy incens'd Wrath. We beließ; 


s moſt F 


e comfort: 


the v Oge of the Peſtilenee, that GO D, his Anger, a end we 
his 3rrefiſtable Ways are in it of a Truth. That no Ago our E. 
nor Sex are Proof againſt it, as it walketh in Darkness, a av all T 
gives the fatal Vifit unſeen, nor is it well known wheß bat we fin 
or where ; bur this is known, that when the Poiſon of Lie vaniſh 


3s diffus'd thro the Common Air the Good muſt fall as well 
the Bad; it is alas true, that vain the help of Man! Sint 
Thou art then the only Phyſician , we will think 
thy Antidotes, and labour by Love, and Good-Works 
engage thy Favour, O Thou Preſerver of Men; with /y E 
vour will we chiefly care ro ſtore ourſelves, which is tr: 
than Life itſelf, by keeping a Conſcience void of Often 
towards Thee, and towards Men. Thy Word 1s be. 
ing, and is che beſt Prevention: And is che Sting 
Death Sin? And is it in our Power to provide agang 
that Venom? We will repent of every Sin, and 
ſhall we be leſs afraid ro drop the next, when 1 
ſands fall beſide us, and Ten Thouſands at our Right-H: 
In the Eternal Things of our Religion we ought to rep"! 
and forecaſt a Refuge after this ſo very uncertain Life, 
the Fear of Thy Name we can truſt, can recal the nb 
Works that Thou haſt done in old Time before us; in T® 


we will comfort ourſelves, in Thee on) can we take i! 
| 0s | | ; Cours 
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onrage, and ſo under thy Wings ſtave of thoſe Panic 
cs and Faintings of Apprehenſion, which leaves that great 
: Mortality but half its work to caſt down, and turn all chat 
; viſible of us into Corruption. Thou hadſt told us; 
wr we minded it not, until now; we verily in earneſt be- 
ere our own Experience; and our Apprehenſions of yer 
worſe to come, That the Things which are ſeen are Tempo- 
, and extremely tranſient, And what have we now left 
Wor our Stay and Hold in this fluctuating, threatning Scene 
of Things, bur our Eternal Settlement GOD and RE- 
[GI ON and the Fruition of that HEAVEN he fram'd 
15 for 8 3 

analy WAS it poſſible for our Purſuits of Heaven thus egre- 
d big ouny ro miſcarry, and be ſo deplorable alſo, Go p Him- 
-reo!g”!t would juſtly be voted no longer a Director there; and 
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urElezven itſelf ſhou'd be preach'd as great a Bubble, as 
exp en a Vanity, as this World. But, Gop be thank'd, 
on die Things have happen d unto us for an univerſal Re- 


Medion and Confeflion, That what we moſt ſeek after, 
Was moſt Fruſtration and Anger in it; and what we leaſt 
urſue is all Certainty, Joy, and Attainment; that we may 
e comforted to the Purſuit of it more and more. To that 
oeu'd we look up with awaken'd Eyes of Faith; and 
Wow our Eyes are open, with theſe Comforts ler us wipe 
way all Tears. For what we ſeek of that we find, and 
hat we find we infallibly keep for ever. Bur as to the fal- 
WT: vaniſhing Things of this Earth they lurch and diſap- 
o all Mankind. One half who ſeek them in yain, char 
on; prov'd already: And the ocher half, 
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Centre of all Purſuits? It is ſo much, th 
none talk of entiruling themſelves ef 
ctually to any Thing without it. What other is the pe 
ſuaſion of any of us with relation ro this World, b. 
that if we were once in Poſſeſſion of our Wiſhes, ho 
happy, happy ſhou'd we be? Now as ſoon as it can be (ll 
pos'd that Go has granted, and yon are enter'd upon a 
the Succels you can enlarge your Heart unto in its Reſearch 
in the Things that are ſeen; it will ſtill appear, that yo 
miſs your Happineſs, even when you have attained you 
Ends, and are ſtill ro ſeek, and are little the better norwit! 
ſtanding Poſſeſſion. j 

Or this be your ownExpertence alſo the Judge, in the la 
reſort; only let the Affluence and the Experience Royal ent of W. 
Solomon be firſt conſulted and advis'd with, Foraſmuch Mc ro his 
the Wiſdom from Above, whence we profeſs to leaf © te ch 
Truth, has purpolely recorded and reported ir of the Caf, Dwellir 
under Conſideration ; and for very ſatisfying and woſt infMþ;.-»:h'; I 
proving Reaſons. 1. That in one Sermon (the admir:bif was the 
one of Eccleſiaſtes the Preacher) might be given the ver his hie 
beſt State of the Caſe the Thing is capable of. 2. Ib erefore ri 
all Exception poſſible to be thought of by*the Sons of Mey: beauti 
in after-Days, might be the more famouſly obviated , Window 
etectually filenc'd, ſeeing all things under the Sun werMhicers. orna 
actually tried and exquiſitely examin'd by one of the moo k with 
penetrating, and moſt improving Obſervation, indeed Me All h 
greateſt Genius in the World; having largeneſs of Hegg, Braſs, w 
even as the Sand of the Sea. Who therefore amaſt in ot wha; 
Things, that as united Sands bring weight with them, 'M6;;5cancy r 
what in irs own Nature could nor, might at leaſt by 11 bog lalting 
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riery and ſuperabundance bring in at laſt the anſwer WM: >2b:e M 
Contententment ; by one, whe not only had all the i! 
of means and nothing wanting in this World, ro nas 
the Experiment to the utmoſt perfection, bur ſet his Hes 

— — — we een ern 


moreover to make it, and to find our the Matter. 4 
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at can the Man do more that comes after ſuch a Ning? even 
ut which bath been already (a). Will he pretend, or can he 
ire to exceed him? It is enough that ke atlume his Stare, 
a try the Matter over again with him; and When he 
content with that, ler him conſider the Particulats. 

ru rt Solomon had all Variety of Garden add of all 
antation, from the little Hyſſap that cleaveth to the Wall 
ue tall wide. ſrreading Cedar: Some part ert'd (ſhppole) 
o elegant Figures, and embroider'd Borders; tome 
Wino'd in their Lines, or poliſk'd in their Orders with che 
s into the beſt Views: Here grew for the Pleaſure of 
vg. e, there for che Smell; others for the Pallate to be 
Ho: with, the firſt Courſe, or to conclude the Feaſt: In 
Wore, whatever Nature cou'd produce in conjunction with 
e beſt Art for its Husband. Yer the Fuit of Content- 
er: grew not there. His Hiftorian (b) ſays, E 
1d 


He 
derſtood the Nature and Uſes of Fiſhes, Fowls, Beaſts 
94 Creeping Things : And he (c) himſelf acquainrs us 

is Pools of Water; which being diverſify'd inte Pro- 
Wects, and mov'd with the living Action of Fountains, 
e Am pleats the Delights of Garden. Doubtleſs the Ele- 
ent of Water likewiſe exonerated all irs beſt Fruits, and 
ches ro his Pleafures, 
lea as ro rhe Majeſty and elegance of his Buildings, either 
Cal Dwelling, for Juftice, for the Pleaſure of himſelf or 
0 BP::-o4b's Daughter, there can be no Queſtion : Becauſe 
rabißz e was the firſt Architect who built a Houſe for Gop (4). 
verfor chis his Workmen were inſpird; tor the other (2) 
I erefoce rhey cou'd want no Skill ro compoſe whatever 
Mes beautifully beſt in Foundation, or Coping, Doors, 
"fr Windows, in ſtately Pillars with their Baſes and Cha- 
ve icers, ornamented with Wreaths of Netwotk or Chain- 
og 0'k, with the Foliage of Pomegranate and Lilly- work; 
tl et i} + 1 41 } * 7 ! : 
C [8k]: ail the Cunning that con'd be ſhew'd in the caſting 


f 
© | 
1 
4 


ca Braſs, with all che Luſtre that con'd be ſeen in the Pc- 
uit ion of char, or of various coſtly Stone, and with all rhe 
r, Mfcaccancy that cou'd be injoy'd from the ſweer-ſmelling, 
V org-lalting Cedar. Moderns may boaſt ; bur it is mighty 
er WI: 2abie Moderns can never exceed; if equal, with their 
BIN STR However, He, nor they, ever was, of will be 
mak L able 
Heer 

A f nd 
I, 4) Feel, i. 12s (6) 1 Kings iv. 33. % Ted. ü. 6. 


. 22 : "+ * CE 
© „vi. 4". (*) Kings vii. 


6178) 
able to erect the Dwelling- place of full Reſt and gen 
gent, ſhort of that Building of God, an Houſe not mg 
with Hands, eternal in the Heavens (a), | 

As. to-the Pleaſures of the Ear, he had (b) gonen hi 
Men-Singers and Women-Singers, and Inſtruments ; 
that of all Sorts : All the melodious Sounds that Voca! 
Inſtrumental Muſic, Single, or in Conſort; Whatever! 
Purcels of thoſe Days cou'd invent, for elevating his Mi; 
at Chapel, exhilerating at Feaſt, or unbending it fig 
Buſineſs, he imbib'd the Delights, aud dwelt upon the 
citativos with Rapture. | | 

Amp if his Eyes were agreeably delighted with Bea 
ry, we may largely reckon, they waned nothing of tho 
Charms; according to his own Words, Hhatever mi. 
Eyes deſi ed, I kept net from them, I with-held not mi, 
Heart from any Joy c). Let what was all that Converſation 
bur Blank and Balk to that Part of Man, which can ta! 
up the Hopes of its Reſt in nothing on this Side of, . 
neither Eye hath ſeen, nor Ear. heard, nor hath it entre i 
to the Heart of Man to conceive '! . 

T # 15 King allo had his Exchequer full of Treaſate 
and beſide thar, and not in chat, was poſſeſs'd of the Heark 
of his People; ro whom Silver was. as plentiful as rl 
Stones in the Sireer. 
peculiar Treaſure of Kings and ef Provinces (d). The Re: 
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He tells us, He bad gathered ner IS 
ung of or! 


Nuo in to 
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nue of his Houſhold was more like a Nation, than a Fa 


mily: Se numerous, yet every Thing in fuck glorious O 
der, that the Queen of the South was raviſh'd with Ac 
miration. And it Crown d Heads cou'd be. captivated wirf 


the Wonder, well might the reft of the World. ' 


* 


Bur the Wonder of all was his Jiſdom, For it was Q. 
exceeding much beyond all Men, excelled the Wiſdom of a 
the Children of the Ealt-Country, and all the Wiſdom eff 


Egypt; the moſt renown'd for all Science. So well ver- 
in Antiquity, that his Comment upon it, is, The Thing thi: 
"att been, it Is that which ſhall be; and that which i 
done, i that which ſhall be done: and there is no new Thin? 
under the Sun (V. Thar is, in the Seaſe which he always case 
ries With lum thro'out that Book, the former Days befcrs 
hin «re neicher better nor worſe, than his own ; nor (ils 
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cuire it is great WPecarineſs to the Fleſh (Y); 


(19) 
* ours 2700 Years after, in reſpect of finding the 
mach ſought for ſuſfcit of Happineſs in the Things 


and 10 


Not chis Word. There is ſomething farther, | 
chat 


nuch better for the Soul's Reſt and. Comfort, 


Ine does well to be anery at che IIluſion of Things 
Wow. What variety of MSS. Natural Hiſtory, and 
cabinet Curiofities he might have, is only ſuppoſable 
tom what he ſeems to ſay of his Library being ve- 
gr volumnious, where he ſays, That ef making many 
Boks there is no End (d). And tho' in Honour he 
Irreferrech Wiſdom before all earthly, Things, as likelieſt 


o give the beſt Notion of their Vanity, that one beſt and 
rue Judgment of rhe Matter; yet eſtemeeth he of that allo 


n ſeveral Accents of Diſcontent. Inaſmuch as, 1. to ac- 
and with the 


increaſe of . Knowledge, Sorrow increaſeth (c). 2. So little 1s 


eur Knowledge ar the moſt, that tho' a wiſe Man thinks to 
en all Things under the Sun, yet ſhall he not be able to 


fd it (d). 3. Becauſe the Heirs of the iſe may prove 


Pools, or next unto it; yet are they to have Rule over all 
Ibis Labour wherein he hath ſhewed himielf wie under 
be Sun (e). 4. Becauſe the Wiſeſt are not moſt preferrd; 
eher is a Man's Wiſdom, tho' ne'er fo great, or ſo ſa- 
ung of others, in any ſuitable degree reſpected, unleſs he's 
WJ allo in topping Circumſtances (5). 


5. By reaſon the Wiſe 
Man and the Fool are equally liable ro Death, which comes 


Jin any Shape, with as little Reſpect to one, as the other; 


aud after a ſufficient Courſe of Years, as little Remem- 
brance of one as bother (p). But one Generation paſſeth 
away, and another cometh ; cometh, as the Water cloſerh 
afrer the tranſmitted Ship, fo vaniſheth the Place of thoſe 
who paſs over this River of Time to the Shores of Eter- 
rity,” We have not, perhaps, more than half the Monu- 
ments of the Deaths of Emperors, it may be not of the Em- 
*-c: themſelves, in the Vicilirudes that have happen'd on 
tis Globe; what infinite Multitudes therefore of private 

Perſons muſt be content to go off rhe Stage in Oblivion ? 
Bu T now the Wiſdom of the wiſeſt begins to collect 
r Strength, and ſhew irfelf ro Admiration in ſumming up 
from a Review of the Whole, That the good of Nrow- 
D 2 ledge 
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(4 Chap. vu. 
2) U. 15 


(c) Chap. i. 18. 
(f) x. 6. K. 16, 


( Eccl. xi, 12. (6) Ibid. 
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ledge and the whole Value of Underſtanding conſiſts in con Wor! Abode 


verting its Store of Obſervations, as much as can be, to Pr 
dice: Taking down Minutes from the viſible, in reference 
to rhe Things that are inv iſible; with an Aſpect always rf 
the GREAT CONCLUSION, the one only folid in th 
whole Matter, the whole Contents of this Orb, which i; 
Fearing God, and keepins by Commandments. For void 6 
char good Reſpect and haypy Proſpect, it is no better tha 
meer muſement, and very often, as Experience evidencesM 
Vexation 10 a Man'sſelf, and others; it is everla{tinglf 
Diſpute and Jangle; puzzling, inſtead of explaining 
that good Text of the Law of Gov, which is certain“ 
a Rule of Living, and nor of endleſs quarrelling : It is at. 
Thing what you 8 rather than true Wiſdom. And 
as to every e .rthly Thing befides, not ſought nor enjoy 
in the Coherent Hope of better Things ro come; but de 
; 
f 


liglued in abſolutely for their own Temporary Sake, for hat 
we laſtiug, leis ſuitable, and moſt infincere Enjoyment de- 
rivadle from them, tho! a Man live a Thouſand Tear: ute 


+ ” 


rold, yet hath he {een no good (a); The Eye being neither ſa. 
tied with being, nor the Ear with heari: Z 5 nor any of 
the Appetires With any of their Objects (b); they are in e 
moſt vehemen: Letter of Words, and Expreiſion of Mind 
Vanity of Vanitzes ; Fruſtration itſelf: And both the Pro- 


4 
, 


Ya F 


_— 


N | 


. * play he 
Vous Things 
han Earchly 
ble half, 
. lo ſophers 
ERemarks ut 


4 


Poridly Poſſ 


ength, and 


F roceed fran 
bey cannot 


key weu'd 
ach was D 
yntoninus E 


. ; lden) he 
great Feelin 


hat are ſo 
he Argume 
believe not 
or OWN A 


e ſhall kn 


, with re 
FOOL of rhe 
ame Conte 


logue, and the Epilogne of this Play of Life, nothing bu. 
Vexation added ro it. | £ 
SEEING then the wileſt of Kings has ſhewn his WI 
dom in ſetting forth the Vanity z. c. the true worth of (ub. 
tunary Things which he enjoy'd as a King; fince He has 
given us his Royal Word and Aſſurance from his own {i 
mate Acquaintance; elpecialfy ſince Go Þ , who knows all 
Things be, has aſcertain'd us of it by his moſt authenti 
and infallible Word, have we not all the Reaſon in the 
Worid ? Suppofing theſe his Experiencies to be thoſe Elegar 
cies and Delectables of Living, which actually aurract, and 
give fuch a Thirſt to our Wiſhes for them; I ſay none 0:4 
Things than what you yourſelves muſt confeſs, That we have 
all imaginable Grounds to believe, and receive the conuit1!1:7 
Impreiſion; in order to leſſen our Fondneſs, and ſhorten our 
long long Cares, in juſt Proportion to the well-prov'd Ci: 


racter of their Littleneſs, their Emptineſs, and their either | 
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Bs . 

con ort Abode with us, or we with them. That we may hence- 
Fr play the Men in giving, our Cares and Aﬀections more 
ence FH ngth, and Reach, and Leiſure, and Pleature for the glo- 
ys te 


* 
17 % 
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ous Things, that are more chan Temporal and beiter 
han Earthly; ſo much better for, and ſumilar to our in- 


ble half, in that they are not ſeen. Did none but hungry 
o oſopbers or Religioniſts ever {peak their Senſe or utter 
tha kemarks upon the Emptineſs and Unſatisfactorineſs of 
ace Vor dly Poſſeſſions, I grant, it might well be ſuſpe ted to 
ding roceed from a Spirit of Envy, or finding fault with what 


ing Whey cannot attain, or a Deſign to make others fick of what 
ine weu'd fain be at. But when even Kings themſelves 
au ach was DAVID and SOLOMON, and after him M. 
And;n:oninus Emperor of Rome (a), and none of them Prieſt: 
oy den) when They condeſcend alſo to diſpenſe out their 
dei rear Feeling and Experience, That it is ſo indeed, who of us 
hat hat are ſo much les, will pretend to evade the Power of, 
dee Argument, or refuſe irs Conviction? If ſtill refolv'd to 
ic beſteve none bur your-Self, i. e. one wiſer than Solomon, in 
% oer own Account; Ye ſhall try as oft as it ſeemeth meer, 
ot re ſhall find nothing new under the Sun, but a new Vant- 
en. with regard to ſome unexperienc'd with it; and at the 
ad root of rhe Account it ſhall, it will, it ever muſt be the 
ron ſame Confeſſion over again, That which is wanting cannot be 
1B wber'd: and ſeeing there are many Things which encreaſe 
Vanity, what is Man the better (b)> It impatient after 


SO TI HO 


Vel this, ro go thro” the whole Procefs of the Experiment your- 

UB ives, you are as certain as you live, of loſing your labour, 
as and in a dreadful Probability of lofing yourſelves likewtle. 
* bit Credulity to hearken to the Experience of all who have 
All 


aer made the Eſſay? Or is it nat ridiculouſly more fo to 
1c beneve in britt'e Bleſſiags, which never yer fail'd ro elude 

JF contentment, and leave a Sting behind in the Truſt of rhoſe 
FF 65:ple Ones, who lov'd the Simplicity of relying on them? 
i tor all Things under the Sun is not only too dear, 
bac impoſiible to be come at by al or almoft any of the 
ect, in this World; therefore leis muſt ſerve the Turn. 
Nevertheleſs, I deny you nothing, I am only entreating you 
05 al Means to judge of the whole by that Sample of the 
very ſame, you have already in Hand. 
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E who reckon their Share of this World by high 
rt Huanding Titles, and many Manors ; or the ſtipend of their 
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Faculty; or Returns in Traffic; or the Earnings of Ar; M on © 
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7 + 90 8 * 
nual, or Labour Servile, may be all ask'd ; nay, the commq; gay oe 
Sentiment of Mankind can ſucceſsfully be appeal'd ro f = 8 
a concurrent Verdict: Whether they place, and adore, i E 95 

Men, 


Favourite good of Life in Court - Favour; or in heaping 
Riches nigardly; or {pending them extravagantly; in f 
Toils and honourable Dangers of the Camp; or the rut 
Sports of the wholſom Field; in the Pleaſures of the Bel! 
Good-Feltowſhip, &c. in Popularity and Fame; in Oſtema 
rions of Dreſs and Appearance: Whether placed in the PH] > e 
eminence of Wit, and Satyr; in the Blood of Family ant es let 
Hera'dry; in foreign Travel; or in fine Houſes, Garden, — 
Paintings, Curiotities at Home; in Virtuiſo and Antiguſ gry un g 
Learning, or whatever Qualification is faſhionable. All the!“ 24 
and every one elſe you can ask, will be ready to depoſe . yy 4 
ſame Thing. Tho' in nothing elſe, they are all agreed if*...: e 
giving in Diſſatisfaction and Diſappointment, provided they * 4 K 
have been any while poſſeſs'd of them. Or, if you wou 7 * 
rather give Ear to dying Perſons, as more ſincere and (zrifM*" . 9 
ous, in their Opinion of the Caſe ; What did your Fathe “ 1 


ings; ſpe 
Hat wh 
Heth not 
| Þ is gr: 
being Inclit 


N r W 


or Mother, or the deareſt Friend you ever loſt, ſay at thei Accom 
Death bed? You never, it may be, heard of any departing * 9 = 
hence, who wou'd chuſe, had they their Choice, to leadM. ©; 1 
their wonted Life over again; fo very little will it bear re! 1 . 
injoying, whether it be good, or bad. And you yourſelves, a 5. _ 


fnall;, will do Juſtice to the ſame Truth, and ſubſcribe with 
them all, even thoſe of you who poſſeis your preſent Lot 
of Life with all the Powers of Enjoyment, viz. © Tha 
in all your Seekings you ever conceited- more Happinels, 
«c * cd ' 
" than you recetv'd frogi Poſſeſſion : And that better thai 
* whar you have already is ftill in ſomething nor yet a 
** riv'd to Poſſeſſion. bs od fe 
FOR bar your Happineſs ſtill lingers, and ſtill muſt fall MI". 10 og 
Mort of its full Complement, as long as it is true, and the _ * + 
Thing certain, that nothing on this fide the Things eternal can.. 4 


mich hel 
Nor Row ! 
Good in * 
N good Juc 
ation enſi 


«es diſpr 


P * . . . © Qwier Dur: 
ever give a Receipt in full to it. In hopes to fare bent 2. 
yy” g 5 ' ö rem Ne 
have you not however varied the Effort, and buſied all che MW... _ 
1 1 } . . _ on, eee an 
Nerves of Purſuit to attain the End? You have artain'!: . wiſely 
and how quickly af as one, and all defective? After dilap- , much 


3 man, you ſet out again with ardent and unquenct! un 5 
efre of the ſatiating Bliſs; again willing to deceive your- WM © 
ſelves even againſt your Experience; as if moſt of the Plc.. 
ſure conſiſted in being cheated : Tired with the laſt, and MW ———— 
it not by this Tune, you ſoon will be tired with the ner 

Fot 
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r upon every Poſſeſſion inceſſantly there ſprings up new 
eres, new Paſſions, and Opinions unknown, unthoughr of 
Jus before. Thus ſelt-deceiving Man amuſes himſe.t to 
age, and Death, in a vain Hunt and falſe Scent after 


ine Ning, variouſly fraudfull, certainly vnrecompencing 
* : anigs 5 ſpending 2 Money (in the Prophetic Complainr (a), 


Ss that which is not Bread, and his labour for that which 
afireth not; wearying himſelf for very Vanity. 
T1 1 is granted, chat the Faculty of Search with its Off- 
ae Inclinations ro Novelty, was given us to find our, by 
Jguiry, our ſuitable Good, and rea} Felicity. But after you 
truitleſly and fo often examin'd theſe Temporals, what 
Nes, what Teft they can bring you concerning it; in that 
e,! Circumſtance, what 1s Reaſon given for? But to in- 
Fpoſe, by diſtinguiſhing wherein it cannot, and by appriz- 
herein it 2 exiſt, if it ever exiſts at all; that is, 
Iings of another, and higher Nature. And thus having 
Je [Vale and che true Attachment of them in our Hopes, 
ie daily that we breath chiefly for them; and are go 
Wc this World, be it leſs, or more, not as our Settlement, 
Wu: Accommodations in Truſt, for Trial of Faith and Vir- 
W's. in a tranſient Paſſage to our better Things. 


ring g 8 9 0 a : 
O bay notliing of the adventitiovs Troubles, and Le- 
reo Life; id gotten Wealth, falſe Fears of Superſti- 
bee nor of Ambition, of envying and being envied ; 


iner of thoſe Miſconducts and Miſmanagments, of ſome, 
Lach help to increaſe the Vanity of this temporal Lite. 
Tha or how much one Man's Opinion about the Supreme 
ne 602d in theſe Things is at Variance with his Fellow of 
Ws c00d judgment, and what claſhing and mutual! Condem- 


than i 2 6 0 S 
„ation enſues. Neither will I debate how much we our- 
«al pf 1 „ 6 © . 
eh es diſpraiſe, and actually difvalue our own eager Pur- 
n and fatiguing Purpoſes, by honouring them as happieſt, 


\ Wiho have no Care after more Poſſeſſions; or. fo little and 


*. 004 Meaſure of it, as troubles them not, interrupts no 
41 * - * * 

net Er Dury; which is, as it ſhould be, as ff they cared 
e lem nor: not for their own Sakes and Selves, but to 
Li 


gere and do good; and lo greaten the Foundation they 


It e wiſely laying up for the Time to come. To lay nothing 
ch D much Variety is ſought after to ſupport the Guſt of 
nr. WI e2lual Delights; tho” chat is an ample Confeſſion of cheir 
** ſeveral 
fs 3 


(a) Lai. ly, 2, Hab. . 12, 


% one: 
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ſeveral Vanities, and of the languiſning State of all, 
A loathing and injoying the ſame, Thing 
Turns; Health itſelf in default of a real Diſtempe 
not ſe dom turning into V- p- rs, the Ape of all Diſea 
which makes dilmal Anſwers to, How do you do 2——-. 
omit all theſe; ſuch are the native Changes and Fick 
neſſes, Pains and Sicknels incident to human Things ; 
gether with Loſſes and Damages inflictable on our Nan 
Fortune, Perſon, and upon all that bear Relation 10 
Evils ſufficient to our Day of Life! That there ne. 
was a truer Saying, than that of the Pſalm. Werily, en 
Man in his BESI ESTATE is altogether Vanity *, W. 
then; if it is a realonable Suppoſition, That the lo 
aſpire no higher, than to the beſt Eſtate of the Things th 
are ſeen; I beg the Matter may be fairly argued wi 
reſpect to chat State. 

Ir is not begging the Queſtion. No: depend upon i 
in great Greameſs there is, at many particular Junctur 
much Poverty of Contentment. That lamentable | 
Exemprion from the common Sortows, Perils, and Fa 
of all Men, always lives with them, and will be the 
Vulgar Companion, whether they will, or not. I. 
Scepter, nor White-Staff, nor Sword, nor Mace, «. 
Scarlet Robe have any diſtancing awe over approaching D. 
eaſes, or Death; any more than they, whoſe Backs 4 
warm with a borch'd Garment, and their Bellies fed wi: 
the cheapeſt Wholſoms; any more then rhoſe Foorſtog 
of the People, Clean your Shoes your Honour. Precedenc 
of Place has got no Vitals, or Stomach- Privilege to ſie 
for digeſting better, or looking healthier, or living longe 
The Supreme Sauce of Hunger, which the latter are hone! 


Iy help'd to by the Trade of their Condition, much out r: 


lines the beſt Inventions of che luxurious: Whoſe Dizeft 


on is ſo often nice, and ſickly for want of the other, un 
which they undervalue meerly becauſe it is fo cheap. 
Roſe ſmells, and the well. ripen d common Cherry ent 
delicately; the Sky, and Fields look with the ſame ( 
lours; rhe Birds, the Muſic of Nature, ſing their Meled 
wirhout Reſpect of Perſons; Winter, and Summer a: 
good Weather come as regularly ro one, as rother : 


who ſleeps ſoundeſt is as ealy to gueſs, as who knows ! 
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at the Mind of great Circumſtances is agitated with the 
net Perturbations, and their Bodies with the leaſt Ex- 


Pee? To croſs whole imperious Humour, perha 


Wiimſy (a Crime hardly to be forgiven) is as ſolid 
: Grief ro the many, very many fantaſtically injur'd 
among, them, as Oppreſſion well can be to the Poor, 
ind 1s not that as incident to one, as this is to the 
ther > Tho' on the fide of the Oppreſſors there was 
Pover, yet they had no Comforter . For in Reality to 
o many inordinate, ung ratifiable Paſſions as rhe high and 
mighty in Rule, and Revenue, ſubmit themſelves Vaſ- 
a's, ſo many Lords have they, for fo long, over them: 
bzecting to great Inconveniences and Diſorders, and 
mpoſing on them the dear Tribute of Peace within, 
mi Peace with Gov. 

IN fhort, all the Subſtantials of Man's Eftate are 
romiſcuous to the Vulgar and the Great: And they are 
00:2 upon a Level in the ſeveral Decays, and Variations 
yrertaining, The indifferent Things of Life, are indeed 


he Diſtinction, and ſole Prerogative of rhe one, above 
ne other, Such are the Shadow of fine Shews ; the Ce- 
rmones of Precedence, of Title, of ſome ſet Phraſes, of 
de Manners of the Har, of the Bow and Curteſy of 
ne Body, Keeping to themſelves (unreaſonable Envy at 
t.) A pre-eminent Propriety in the Eclat and Din, and 
ili the Tedioutnels, and all the Reſentment that can, 
and often does weigh heavy out of thoſe /ight Things. 
For did not a revengeful Reſentment againſt an Iuſe ior, 
pur ſuch a Sting into the ample Fortune of Haman, 
Prime Miniſter of one of the greateſt Monarchs, that 
thaſe Things avgiled him nothing t; for all he had ſo 
recy much, he leaſt of all Men enjoy'd himſelf, or the 
World. For him to ſee, and for others to ſee in him, 
he Man whom Haman hated, exalted to the Honour che 
other was troubled down from, is a tormenting Circum- 
ance, as well as a mortifying Conviction of that divine, 
ollen experienced Maxim of the Wiſe King, Favour is 
deceitful Th. 3 
IA who imagine the beſt Thing of Life, is to 
be fer off with a fine Figure and blazing Appearance; 


war do they but go about the Streets begging their 


Hypineſs from Door to Door of the Spectators. 
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FASHION, and Fame, and Popularity are they ng 
vain, as oft as the deſire of th em diſpoſech to rug in. 
to every Folly that is in Vogue? Is it not a Vexarig 


and generally ſpread, ſhall be able ro give a Waun 
that no Vindication can totally recover? The Glory ha 
cometh from the Populace being about as conſtant in re 


gard to never-changing, as the diverſe-blowing Wind f 


What profit hath he who hath labour d for the Wind ? 


IS not Wit thro' its frequent Miſ-rule and Satyr ob 


ſerv'd to lole more Friends than it ever made ? 
H OW fruitlels is foreign Travel as oft as it leave 


a Man only the greater Stranger to himſelf, by being {uf 


of Abroad? 
H.O W unedifying che Study of Nature, 


ration of GOD, Piety, and Humiliry ? 


AND where Blemiſhes, or Things of no uſe, becom 


Buſineſs, and Beauties to the Antiquaries, I wiſh there bd iny is fe 


not ſome Vanity got among them ? 


AS ro the Honours of Blood and Heraldry ; if Vir# 
tues to our Country were, as it moſtly is, the Original 


Founder, and ſhou'd be the conftant, as it is the only 
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k ö 
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1 
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becoming, Supporter of their Arms; and if the cauſe 
as good as the effect and virtually contains it, is it nd 


* 

| 
* 
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at leaſt, as to the Qualifications, in every Body's Powerf 


to ennoble themſelves ? By exerting in their Sphere, bat 
Public Spiritedneſs and Virtue; without which the orhe: 
is a meer out. ſide Piece of State. 


aw fal Sacrifices are ſtolen from good Order; and 


tion of found Pieaſure. 


lar Gratifications of Senſe ? 


ſtant Victory over them. And behold a greater 
Alexander is there, where ever you ſee the Man without 
his Toil or Danger conquering the World, in the rea n. 
able way, 
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unleſs oug 
lite Knowledge, and the finding our our greater JonoF 
rance {cienttfically leads our Underſtanding ro the AdoF 


AND certainly the Belly-God which ſo many Wor 
ſnip, is as vain as any other Idol, conſidering how al! un-“ 
that? 
breaking of the Commandmenrs breaks the very Inten- 
How feeble is that Fruition which 
decays by the Force of its own Repetition, or ſickens by 
Surfeir? And how wrong are all the Riots and irrecu-$ 
When to govern half gef 
Globe is not a Quarter ſo good, as to maintain a c 
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5 de AS ro Riches laſtly, the great Diana of all, to how 
"7 many Hurts and extraordinary Vaineſſes are they laid 
OY up, when laid up with a . Mind? Or to how 
- "7 many are they ſpent, when ſpent with a profuſe one? In 
un the firſt State, they fall ſhort of their Uſe, and fo Occaſion 
; pitileſs Conrumelies, and Follies incurable, as long as the 
in re mY : 
Win py Owners think fir to want even what they have; in the 
1 > $4 her, they overſhoor their Uſe, and as vainly miſs of 
** 7 their true Purpoſe : And both Ways are the Occaſion and 
Means of very deplorable Evil. And is not this the ge- 
_ era OEconomy of the World with relation ro them ? 
s not this the common Fallacy of the Happineſs that is 
b "V1 thoughr to be in them? To fay nothing of the infinite An- 
: guiſhes from their Loſſes, or the Cares to get, or the Cares 
3 o keep them; or the no uncommon want of Heirs; or 
„che Plenty of Flatterers gathering about them, 
207 CONSIDERING chen; if the Things chat are 
NS ten are both purſu'd and poſſeſsd in vain, the Enjoy- 
be nent diſappoiting us as well as the Loſſes, whenever 
- "#Jany is ſo wrong as to ſeek, or hore thence for the full 
I Gratificarion of that part of his Nature which reſides 
DW in Eterna! Things, ſimilar to itſelf, unſeen like the Soul, 
cue er as ſure as that: if thoſe in Higheſt Sphere have 
0 * ſummon'd all Varieties in viſible Nature, to give to 
9 their Poſſeſſion the ſtable good of Man; and if They 
have found a Deficiency in all, and made their Recanta- 
2 | Jon of the Vanity of a!/ ; for theſe good Realons I muſt 
che- Noeeds entrear, and prevail with You in the lower Sphere 
of Life, ro be the more at eaſe as ro Your Purſuits and 
. IF Viſhes of being what they were, or are, and trying what 


* * » 1 
1 


* 
tk ed i... 


— 
= 


** I by tried. When THEM even they, were denied ther ivilege, 
2 uherefore 1 beſeech, ſhon'd you look for an Exemption 
„dom as much Deficiency, at leaſt, in what you Poſſeſs ? 


ol Seeing there is one and the ſame Reaſon in common ro 
„boch, viz. Your ſeen Things are Temporal, and theirs no 
s V8 . 3 

I better, ar the beft. Your Neighbours are malicious ; or 
MJ Pariſh Rates run high; Your Trade, Your Crops, Your 
nl dervice, Your Health are all precarious : Sometimes Tra- 
ng is down, Proviſions dear, and Work ſcarce. Have 
„ee never ſeen, have ye never felt none of theſe Things, 
„„ ed fo make a ſhift ro rub thro' the World? 

ry DOUBTLESS every Condition of Life has ſome- 
ing to bear; and every one its own Burthen. So tru- 


plenteous, humanly and divinely ſpeaking, is this World 
E 3 8 


. 
»+,a 


( 28 ) 


in Troubles, weariſom in Cares, falſe in its Promiſes an; 
Comforts; ſure enough in its Reproaches, its ſeveral 
kinds of Sickneſs, its ſeveral kinds of Death, to Hiek, 
and Low, Rich and Poor alike. Having its Joys allay'g 
with Grief, ſometimes upon the moſt jovial Days, Tri. 


umphs, Marriages, or Feftivity ; its hopes daſh'd witch Dif. : 


appointment, not {ſeldom on the Criſis of ſucceeding ; us 


Tenures with Loſſes ; and every Enjoy:'nent with Uncon— 


ſtancy, and with very imperfect Satisfaction. Ther theſe Ml 
Things are ſo; tha: they are the Native Grow”! of this 
WY gently 
2 de have 


World; and that they affect, and for the moſt Pert inflict 
the Inhabiters thereof, is proclain'd, as it were with a 
Trumpet every Where, and by every Thing, Our Falch, 


ohr Reaſon, the Experience of all before us ratified by | 
as at the loneeft } 


chat of ourſelves, all teach us Thar, 
they are but Short, ſo at the firmeſt they are but 
gitive. 

INSO MUCH chat without a Proſpect into the ber- 
ter Things of Eternity, 


| By 


L 4* 


the owning, nor all the World be worth our accepting 


| 


upon Condition of being tied down to it for ever. 0 
quam wilis & contempta res eft Homo, nifi ſupra Humana 
Je ezexerit (a)? Why, ſaith rhe Scripture (b)? God was 
not aſhamed to be called their God by the Patriarchs du. 
ring the Days of their Pilgrimage? The Realon follows; 


us might well be atham'd, if he had provided no berer, 


nor more enduring Subſtance for us, than this World. 
To be ture, He deſignd us all for certain Happine': ; 


bat 
Ot 


one revolving Moon. 


| 0 
how can Cextainty be built upon Uncertain Things? 


Who knows what a Day may bringe 


which we have no Security; no, not for the Space of 
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forth 2 Who knows not that every Sublunary like the | 


Moon in its full Glory is table to an Eclipſe > How ſoon 
may they, who think themſelves at eaſe in Proſperity, and 
are ready to deride theſe ſober Obſervarions, feel the 
Truth of them? They who condemn fuch ſerious, fea 
ſonabſe Exerciſe of Mind, are they not more worthy ro 
Þe condemn'd themſelves > If the Royal Preachers Judy- 
ment ot the Caſc may be taken, The Heart of the Wiſe & 

in 
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- 
* 
5 


bor ter 
For he had prepared for them 4 City. As if he that made 


WI Ou! 
Tempor:; 
ke rhe 


Pie be 


Vctorio 
A rrainm 


* #% 4 44 ? 
com! ar ( 


|. N. 
Mar Sor 
with rhe 
and rhe 
4 hncer 
breakin 
: realot 
we Wa 


( 2g ) 


in the Houſe of Mourning (a) : And never more Occaſion 


ceral Wm now. 
eh, WHAT then? fall we call the Thines we cannot 
yd carry with us, ours? Leaſt of all; our Bleiſed Maſter (g) 
Tri. Nees them cheir proper Name and Contemplation, that 
Di- which is another Meng. Nor only the Money, and the 
us \oveables, but the Lands now in yours, have had various 
con- WF Owners before you, and will be in Goy knows how many 
nee WM N after you: ſo much rather are they in any laſting 
chis Len ſe, rhe Things of others, than of our Pertons ; and conſe- 
:Hict Wa quently thoſe only are in Truth ours, which we can, after 
h ase bave taken the Pains to acquire them, remove wich as 
alch, into another Word. Neither is ir any Misfortune, in the 
by eat, char the ocher are fo T. emporal a! 1d CH 3 Or Ig 
welt WY meantr half of us, which anſwers to them, is fo likewiſe 
Fu- 2-7 rather the 900d ordering ot (30D, * ho * as made all 
hat is not Vanity and Ve ation of Spiel here below, ro be 


Things that belong to Himſelf, an 4 to our very Hap- 
eb, and to che World without En i which is with him; 
d conſequenr!y the Things proper.y ours, Eaſily at raina- 
ve, and ro he mad e ſure of; and therefore propounded 
to us: Eternal in themſelves and th: -refore larisfving and 
able, as they match the Pen of us that never dies, as 
Iney ore Parallel to chat Man of ns, who beg in his Race 
bor Eternity ever ſince he came out of his Maker's Hands; 
| ho out. lives this vaniſhing World, and puts off chis 
Tem porary Body to afſume it hereafter in better Conditions, 
like rhe Angels. IIis worthy indeed of Con to let our 
e's; Pie bear its travelling March to the Eternal Joys of thoſe 
* BJ Victorious Crowns ; to which the Labours, the 23 the 
\rainments of all the Thi ngs that periſheth are not to be 
compar'd, For conſider them. 


J. NOW in their Turn frſt as Purſu'd, The Cares of 
nut Sort bring neither Head-ach, Fever, or Conſumption, 
with them. But are molt friendly o health, ſerene and calm, 
and the good Conſcience of them inſpirits the Boſom with 

incere Alacrity. Here is no Jealouſ) of Rivals; here is no 
breaking the Reſt by Night. And what crowns all, for 
: reaſonable Service they are put into our power; and 
we Wages of the ligbtſom, Work is both of Weight, and 

: worth 


£ 
— 


04) Eccl. vii. 4. (6) Luke xvi, 12, 


; ( 30 ) 


worth Celeſtial _ inconceivable. Is it your laudable e YO! 
rerpri'c to encreaſe Your Gains above? Goon ; and be doe bac 
ing good, read che Volume of the Book where the Charte 
Is < he whole Scheme is Truth) plain in is Conditions, an; it. CO 
in the Power of its Dividends. To this, and to Go p, and" Fortun 
to the Things above let every Chriſtian Soul reſort, an tom the 
fix i-felf, whether! ir has been baffled, or proſper'd by che appr. 
Thins that are ſeen. Ieaſure, 

Ie baſſed; rhe beſt Comfort is, you may be {till Things th 
the e G:iners by your very lofing ; ; thro” a good Worte 

Jexicemenr of changing all I hs ſor this fickle World accelerate 
in o c more aruem Brearhines after the Joys and the Hold on 
Tre: ies. of Heaven, It ol be your own Faule; Thin! 
(wi:ch vould, 55 vour own Folly, eternal ize Sorrow ; Womar 
ai.d Crie”) it you make not this the very immediate Rite i jarh uct 
to ine greaceſt ank {urett of all Gains; by withdraw. 120 Strenf 
ing your f ections from fantaſtic Good and Greatne(s, Hold ay 

more. 


Where they have been too converſant; to ſertle them more ere. 
and mire upon the main Riches of all; which courrs ſtinction 
Im'ſcuous, 


you all che Day long with Prom incon oparably great er 
with an iniproving Fund, never to Dilappoint; - of faves, A 
every Joy, of every Store char is good for us; that will Dignity i 
never bankrupt, never waſte by dividing. "The Di- umph ab 
appoimed of any S.rt wary the leſs reaſon to be ach nor what 
quieted witlin them, ſeeing the eternal Things W traci 
are invited ro rake thefuge in, are exceedingly be.. deen GUT 
ter, than whar, being repuls'd, you have retreared from; Good 
nay, than what you conid poſſibly have ſucceeded in, =_ to his 
in the otuer, had you never known any thing but Re. 3 town e 
joycing concerning them. Let Relig; on now in chis Your J * inte 
ROM 


Day of Confderation, rake ſuch an abiding Hold ot ; 

. * a L ( wh; 

your Heart and Ane. tons, as never more to predo- * al 1 {hi 
minate to this World. If it is Gop's Goodnels WM *'" of C 


10 to confuate your Love of this World, ler it be be got; 
WJ quſrion, 


confured. | 
2. Ir proſper d; ſtill there is no Way to ſanctify MW? be ſt 
the whole e, Or cealize any Parr of the Wealth you h-ve e whia 
acquird by the Old, or the New Methods of Increaiſe, the Pc 
but as it is injoy'd 2nd diſpens'd with a Conſcience 10- I © afte 
wards TICaVEnty Treaſure, and in reference to the ſe. ting! 
curing that; by all the Co ditions of Relief and good a vain Þ 
Works , Is your Ability, in Conjunction with your NAPEs 7 
Opportunidies many, can auſwer : Nor forgetting ſeme a . 4" 
By u WE UW 


the many, who are partly wre:ched and undone, 
Wil: 


(39) 


what you have newly got. Think how equitably they de- 
e back forie Aſſiſtance from their late own, 


„ an I. CONSIDER them as Poſſeſ#/d.—— No Calamity 
„, and Fortune from ary fort of Spoil, nor Diſaſter in Bod 
„ and om the worſt Peril of all, that of the Peſtilence itſelf, 
by chen approach to hurt or diminiſh him, who places his 
W7calure, and the Salvation of all his Goods in the 
Things that are Eternal with Gop. They can do him 
no worſe Service, than to brighten his Proſpect, and 
accelerate his Joys. For his Happineſs has not its 
Hold on what he muſt one Day bid a final Farewell 
o; Things of no more Stay for Man that is born of 
Woman to lean on, than the frail Spider's Web, which 
hath ſuch a great deal of Labour and Contrivance, bur 

1r2w. Ino Strength no Stability in ir. But his Heart and his 
„old are upon the Things that he is going to for ever- 
„ nore. And at the great Conſummation, when the Di- 
Ourtstinction of theſe poor great Things ſhall . 
miſcuous, the Courts of Princes, with Cottages; te- 
braves, and Garters with ragged Sinners, and no more 
J Digniry in chem; he, happy Man! ſhall riſe up in Tri- 
- Muimnph above theſe Ruins, And when the Bocks ſhall open, 
or what one has Tr-nsferr'd to another by Brother-hurting 
I C:trafs (God forgive them!) bur how much it has 
Jen our Care to tranferr from Earth to Heaven, by do- 
Ing Good ro our Brother; he will have the Face to look 
w to his Lo Rp, and his Lox» will with Joy look 
IJ (own upon him, Hel! done, good and faithful Servant, enter 

eur Nen into the Foy of thy Lord. 

| of MW From that I oy and Hour, how plainly does it appear, 
do. bar it ſhould not be, fo very much as it has been, the Af- 
o's WW fair of Chriſtians to ger as much of this World, as can 
de be got; to the valuing ourſelves the more upon the Ac- 
W quifition, and to the contemning of others that want? Bur 

:ify MW be ſtudious and projectful, in all our Gettings, to ſe- 
-ve cure what only has no Precariouſneſs either in the Purſuit, 
aſe, Nor the Poſſeſſion. What is thy Name, thou inordinate De- 
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o- tte after this World, chat forgetteſt better Things, de- 
ſe. ehting thyſelf ſo much either in a vain Purſuit, or in 
ed = vain Poſſeſſion? Is it Wealthy Ambition in any of its 


ur Shapes ? Or is it FOLLY ? Whar is thy End Religion, 
ou Fear of Gop, and Love of Things Above ? Ir is 
ve have any Credence in the Bille) the ſucceeding 
withour 


(32 ) 
without Failure, and ro our Heart's Deſire, and bey 0 
our preſent Meaſure, and that for evermore. . Thy p. 85 
ſuit therefore is only Miſdom, and thy Poſſeſſion pure Flaps 
neſs. Thank we Gop for making the Things that are {«; 
ſuch a Miſcellany of Vexation, in order to make us love the 
leſs, and Himſelf more? Bleſſed be his Name, and hi 
Son's Name, that Eternal Things are made fo firm: 
us, and ſo good for us! We will therefore ſeek, bas: 
or hold theſe Things only as in Copy-bold ro Things Exer 
nal; we will uſe this World ſo as not to abuſe it by d. 
ing any faulty Thing for the Sake of it, ſince ir fo ſtrangt 
ly paſſeth away, by what we have 4zown, and by whaſf 
we expect. Whilſt he that doth the Will of God, abide 
for ever. ; 

Axe ye ready now to ſav, in Concluſion, That Ge 
in his Wiſdom has verily made earthly Things emp! 
Then will J ſay the Truth of you alſo, That He has rv 


olely , in the ſame Wildom, made your Heads otherwi/: 1 D 
3 fill'd vou with good Reaſon, to give ſerious Hced 0 
to this Chriſtian Philoſophy; to conſider, to reflect ofen] face 
and proportion always your Thoughts, your Cares, youf wit. 
Affections by a rational Eſtimate, in the comparative 
Judgment of the true Worth of the Things that are {cen * 
and thoſe that are nor. Go bp grant, that while we neh fee 
here, and ought not to forego all Care of this Wor'1B Ser 
that this Soveraign Prudence for the right ordering and 7 
diſtinguiſting it, in a good Conſcience of the Eternal i My 
Things that awair us all, may never toriake any of us, inf : 
any of our Actions; for his Sake, who open'd the King 
doin of Heaven to all Believers, Jesus Cunisrt; > Ab 

; the 

Tyre” 473m, and to Min, in the T'nity of the IN Th 

Gheſt, be afcribd to the Father Almivhty, all el 

of ths World, all Praiſe in ail the Churches, d | 

ell Suvmiſſion in cvery one of is, henceforth and ji 
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Publiſbd by the ſame AuTroR. 


Reſervation from Impending Judgments, a for- 
cible Argument for Humiliation and Amend- 
ment of Life: the beſt Thankſgiving unto. God. A 
Sermon preach'd at Misbech in the Ile of Eh, Feb. 21. 
1713. the Sunday following the great Tempeſt of 
Wind and Rage of Sea, to the great Peril of the 
Town and Country, and their conſiderable Damage. 


A Sermon Aug. 8. 1714. the Sunday after the 
Death of Q. Anne. With ſome Arguments and a Pre- 
face, addreſs'd rothoſe who have never yet complied 
with the Government ſince the Revolution. 2d. Edit. 


The People the greateſt Gainers by loving and E- 
ſteeming their appointed Miniſters and Teachers. A 


Sermon 1ſt Sunday Advent, 1714. Upon Occaſion 
of a new Vicar's Settling at Miibech, &C. 3d. Edit. 


The Olive-Branch, or the ſure Way to Peace and 
Abolition of Parties. A Sermon Fan. 20. 1714 being 
the Thankſgiving for King George's Acceſſion to the 


Throne. 3d. Edit. 


Popular Diſcontents Self. condemn d. A Sermon 
upon the Anniverſary of his Inauguration. 1715. 


The Country-Mans Antidote for confuting Popery: 
or ſeaſonable Warning againſt an enſnaring and very 
much of late prevailing Tenet, viz. Tis better be 4 
Roman Catholic than 4 Presbyterian. A Sermon o 


ſth Now, 1715. | 
The 


— 


Publiſh'd by the ſame Author. 


The Superſtition of Omens and Prodigies, with the 
proper Reception, and profitable Improvement. A 
Divinity Lecture upon the Sr;prizing Phænomenon 
of Light, March 6th. 1715. on the Sunday after, 
2d. Edit. | 


An Appeal toall Subjects touching the Meaſures 
of puniſhing State Criminals. With all the Objecti- 
ons anſwer'd; and a Remedy to Popular Errors, 
34. Edit. 


A ſeaſonable and compaſſionate Memorial con- 
cerning. I. The Religion of Oaths in general. II. 
The ſolemn Contract of Loyalty by State Oaths. 
III. The true State and Power of all ſuggeſted Eva- 
ſions in Point of Conſcience. With two Appendi- 
ces. 1. A brief Solution of the Scruples about the Re- 
volution. 2. The Oaths themſelves, and the Legal 
Inconveniencies from not taking them. Reprinted, 


The Virtue, Honour and Ingenuity of Retract- 
ing an Error. And the Invalidity of pretended 
Conſtancy or Honeſty ; and of all other Excuſes for 
delaying it. Wich ſome ſure Signs and ill Effects of 
Obſtinacy. 2d. Edit. 3 j, 


The Laws of Laws: Or the Golden Rule of the 
Goſpel. By a correſponding Member of the So- 
ciety for propagating Chriftian Knowledge, 24. 
Edit. with an Appendix. 


Jaſtifying Sincerity Stated and reconciled to 
the Light of Nature; to the Word of God, the 
Rule of our Faith; and to a National Church, 
Wherein is Conſider'd what are Fundamentals, 
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